15 Mayes Walk, 

YARM

TS15 9TU

25th |July, 2007
The Editor
Darlington and Stockton Times
Dear Sir,

I would like to reply to the letter written by James Wharton  about “garden grabbing”.

I find it strange that he does not seem to realise that his own party agreed some years ago to “back garden development”.  Of recent years a Conservative MP spoke in parliament against this practise and his party, disappointingly, did not support him nor did our own MP by all accounts..

Nearer to home his own party councillor for Yarm Ward (and now Chairman of the local Conservative Party) on the planning committee actually proposed the building of 250 Flats at the Tall Trees.  She also urged all members to vote for it.   Stockton Council wanted a five star hotel and Yarm was sold down the river for this purpose.

Mr Wharton needs to learn as I did that not everything your party does is acceptable.  There are times when it is impossible to defend the indefensible and from my point of view an Independent Council gives scope for the best from all parties and self respect when voting.
Yours sincerely

Marjorie Simpson

Yarm Independent Association

